
RVI’s Cross-Border Insights
Unveiling Six Years of Impact

2021

2023

2020 2022

2019

2024

RESEARCH DISSEMINATION AND KNOWLEDGE SHARING WORKSHOP

SEPTEMBER 18, 2024

IMPERIAL HOTEL, JUBA, SOUTH SUDAN



Introduction
In South Sudan, conflict and instability endure causing multiple, intersecting crisis. As previous research has revealed, “the crisis is 
rooted in fundamental restructuring through generations of armed conflict, forced resettlements, and a long-term but significant 
shift towards a cash and market economy across South Sudan”. With vast and porous borders and a rapidly increasing movement 
of people and goods, internal dynamics in South Sudan connect with external social, economic, political and security issues in 
neighboring countries. 

Regional dynamics, particularly, the ongoing war in Sudan and the instability in neighboring Ethiopia, have both caused disruptions 
of cross-border trade and mobility, and increased the numbers of refugees and displace persons arriving in South Sudan, and 
further complicated border relations, particularly, between local communities themselves and with central authorities. These issues 
also intricately interlink with gender questions, especially, on the socio-cultural norms and the role that women play negotiating 
relationships and sustaining livelihoods.

The Cross-Border Conflict, Evidence, Policy and Trends (XCEPT) is FCDO funded research project that seeks to better understand 
conflict-affected borderlands, how conflicts connect across borders, and the factors that shape violent and peaceful behaviour, to 
inform effective policy and programme responses. XCEPT works to deliver new quantitative and qualitative research in conflict-
affected borderlands, extend methods to measure violence to new regions, and support the wider programme to work effectively 
with local research networks in priority regions. Since 2018, the Rift Valley Institute has produced research reports covering the 
gamut of political, social, economic (trade), and security dynamics in South Sudan and Sudan. 

The dissemination workshop will centre on the work that Rift Valley Institute since 2018 covering the following three thematic areas:

i.  War, Migration and Work: South Sudan’s Changing Borderland Economy

South Sudan’s borderland with Sudan is an area deeply affected by conflict, large-scale displacement and ongoing economic crisis. 
This has enabled powerful, military actors to control, and exploit, the borderland economy, including a capture pool of cheap, 
mobile labour. Residents of the borderland have long relied on a system of seasonal labour migration into Sudan in search of cash to 
supplement what they can grow on their own farms. Others have been drawn into systems of militarized labour, joining militias or 
the South Sudan armed forces. Discussions under this theme will reflect on RVI’s research in the South Sudan - Sudan borderlands, 
particularly in Northen Bahr el-Ghazal state. It also reflects on a preliminary insighsts based on a new research project, currently in 
progress, examining the dynamics on the border between the Ruweng Administrative Area and South Kordofan in the context of 
the current conflict in Sudan. 

Themes under discussion will include the social and economic crisis in South Sudan’s border region; the militarization of governance; 
and the significance of cross-border migration to people living and working in the borderland.

ii.  Displaced Tastes: Conflict, Displacement and South Sudanese Changing Food Tastes
Displaced Tastes is a collaborative research undertaken by the Rift Valley Institute (RVI) and the Catholic University of South Sudan 
(CUofSS). The studies examine how experiences of conflict, regional displacement and mobility, and the shift to an increasingly 
market-oriented and import-dependent economy have changed what people in South Sudan grow and eat. It focuses on the 
country’s borderland spaces, and locations where South Sudan’s interaction with the regionalized market in grains and other foods 
is most evident, like food markets in major towns like Juba.

Discussions will be centred on three key reports in this series:

Discussions under this theme will centre on the following key reports:

•	 Trading Grains in South Sudan: Stories of opportunities, shocks and changing tastes by Jovensia Uchalla 

•	 Migrating with Seeds: Women, agricultural knowledge and displacement in South Sudan by Elizabeth Nyibol 

•	 ‘You Can Now Get Engaged’: Meanings of cassava among the Pojulu of South Sudan (Luga Aquila) 

•	 War and the Borderland: Northern Bahr el-Ghazal During Sudan’s Conflict by Joseph Diing Majok 

•	 War, Migration and Work: Agricultural Labour and Cross-Border Migration from Northern Bahr el-Ghazal, South 
Sudan by Josephe Diing Majok

•	 Breaking Out of the Borderlands: Understanding migrant pathways from Northern Bahr elGhazal, South Sudan by 
Nicola Kindersley & Joseph Diing Majok

https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Monetized-Livelihoods-and-Militarized-Labour-in-South-Sudans-Borderlands-by-Nicki-Kindersley-and-Josephy-Diing-Majok-RVI-X-Border-Project-2019.pdf
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/RVI-2020.10.22-Trading-Grains-in-South-Sudan-.pdf
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Migrating-with-seeds-by-Elizabeth-Nyibol-RVI-X-Border-Project-2020_0.pdf
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/You-Can-Now-Get-Engaged-by-Luga-Aquila-RVI-X-Border-Project-2020.pdf
https://riftvalley.net/publication/war-and-the-borderland/
https://riftvalley.net/publication/war-migration-and-work-agricultural-labour-and-cross-border-migration-northern-bahr-el/
https://riftvalley.net/publication/war-migration-and-work-agricultural-labour-and-cross-border-migration-northern-bahr-el/
https://riftvalley.net/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Breaking-out-of-the-Borderlands-by-Nicki-Kindersley-and-Joseph-Diing-Majok-RVI-X-Border-Project-2020_0.pdf


iii.  The Triple Burden:  Land, Labor and Women in South Sudan

This study explores the labour burdens of women in agriculture, based on interviews conducted in Western Bahr al-Ghazal and 
other areas of Sudan. As food, labour, and land become commodities, women’s working lives are transforming. The process of 
‘commodification’ shifts rural life towards producing surplus food for profit rather than household subsistence. This change has led 
to the devaluation of unpaid work, adding to the cultural and social shifts in South Sudanese communities.

Discussions will centre on a recent report:

•	 The Triple Burden: Women Selling their Labour in South Sudan by Elizabeth Nyibol
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