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BACKGROUND

The Institute for Peace and Security Studies (IPSS) of Addis Ababa University and the Peace Research
Facility (PRF) of the Rift Valley Institute (RVI) jointly organized a seminar on the theme ‘Rethinking
Ethiopia: A Seminar on Youth Voices’, held on 22 February 2024. The seminar was based on a call for sub-
missions that these organizations made in September 2023, requesting essays commemorating the soth
anniversary of the 1974 Ethiopian revolution.

The Ethiopian revolution marks a significant turning point in Ethiopian history, bringing about major
social and political changes with far-reaching consequences. In commemorating the soth anniversary
of this historic moment, it is important to reflect on this legacy and the lessons that can be drawn from
it. Moreover, the ideas discussed and debated at that time remain central to public life in contemporary
Ethiopia. The Institute for Peace and Security Studies (IPSS) of Addis Ababa University and the Peace
Research Facility (PRF) of the Rift Valley Institute (RVI) provided a national platform for further articu-
lation, exchange and debate about the future(s) of Ethiopia.

To this end, these organizations invited young Ethiopians (18 to 35 years old) to contribute their ideas,
in the form of a 2000-word essay, on what they take to be the contemporary challenges in Ethiopia and
to propose solutions from variety of disciplinary backgrounds. The essay competition was intended as an
opportunity for young writers to assess the legacy of the Ethiopian student movement and revolution,
identify the main causes of current predicament(s) facing the country and look ahead to the next 50
years. Through this initiative, the host institutes aimed to provide a national platform for young Ethiopi-
ans to discuss and debate the challenges and contradictions facing the country and to propose solutions
to make Ethiopia a more peaceful and prosperous nation for all its citizens.

Those wishing to submit an essay were instructed to outline an analysis of their view of the Ethiopi-
an problem(s) and proposed solution(s). Contributions were welcomed from all disciplines and back-
grounds and were not expected to be heavily referenced. The call for ideas was advertised on 12 Sep-
tember 2023 (https://ipss-addis.org/call-for-submissions-rethinking-ethiopia-a-call-for-youth-voices)),
which coincides with the date that Atse (King of Kings) Haile Selassie I was deposed from office. Given
internet shutdowns affecting some parts of the country, particularly Amhara region, we sought to ensure
equitable representation and participation from across the country. To this end, we assigned focal per-
sons as the primary point of contact in Gondar, Bahir Dar, Dessie and Debre Birhan.


https://ipss-addis.org/call-for-submissions-rethinking-ethiopia-a-call-for-youth-voices/

We received more than 40 submissions in four different languages: English, Amharic, Afaan Oromo and
Somali. These submissions came from several areas, including Addis Ababa, Oromia, Amhara, Somali,
Southwest region and Central region. A panel composed of 4 RVI and IPSS representatives reviewed the
submissions based on agreed selection criteria that focused on originality, progressive value and clarity
of thought of the proposed recommendations. Ensuring a diversity of voices (societal, sex) was also a key
consideration.

The panel then selected 15 contributors, who received mentorship to further refine and shape their es-
says. The 15 selected semi-finalists received writing mentorship from esteemed Ethiopian scholars: Dr
Serawit Debele, Dr Netsanet Gebremichael, Dr Kiya Gezahegn, Dr Mercy Fekadu, Dr Yonas Ashine and
Shimellis Hailu. These mentors were selected for their expertise, diverse educational background and ca-
pacity, and willingness to work with and mentor the young contributors. After a month-long mentorship
process, the mentees submitted their final essays.

The final version of these 15 submissions were reviewed by a four-member group from the RVI and the
IPSS to select the 5 best essays for presentation to a wider audience at the seminar in February 2024 and
for publication in a range of languages: Amharic, Afaan Oromo, Tigrigna, Somali and English. The same
agreed criteria were used to select the essay finalists: originality, progressive value and clarity of thought.
We also aimed for gender-balanced group of finalists, with two young women and three young men se-
lected. Among the five finalists, two are undergraduate students in their final year, one is a MA candidate,
one is a graduate degree holder, and one is a recent LL. B graduate. Three are based in Addis Ababa, one
is from Debre Birhan in Amhara region, and one is from Hawassa in Sidama region.

The seminar on 22 February 2024 was organized with the intention of providing the selected essay final-
ists an opportunity to present their work to a wider audience. It also intended to solicit reflections on the
last 50 years since the 1974 revolution from scholars familiar with relevant social, economic and political
issues. The seminar report is published and can be accessed at organising institutions websites [https://
ipss-addis.org/; https://riftvalley.net/]. This bulletin contains the Amharic version of the essays. We are
hopeful it would make the essays accessible to a wider audience. We would like to express our gratitude
for the essayists and translators and everyone else who made this possible.


https://ipss-addis.org/
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