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RESEARCH, POLICY AND
LOCAL KNOWLEDGE
Since 2012 the Rift Valley Forum
(formerly the Nairobi Forum) has
been a leading space for critical
exploration of political, economic, and
social issues in Eastern and Central
Africa. The Forum is a neutral venue
for dispassionate examination of
contested issues, where researchers,
practitioners, officials and activists—
from the region and beyond—meet
on equal terms. The programme
covers the Horn, East Africa, the Great
Lakes, Sudan and South Sudan. Forum
research and events are undertaken
in collaboration with local and
international partners, and supported
by grants from governments, regional
organizations and NGOs.
LECTURES, WORKSHOPS AND
PUBLIC DIALOGUES
The Forum convenes meetings with
public figures, academics, specialists
and practitioners, where policy and
practice confront research and local
knowledge. Some Forum events are
public; others are limited to invited
participants. Lectures, workshops,
public dialogues and conferences take
place in Nairobi and in other locations,
with local and international partners.
See www.riftvalley.net for details of
upcoming events, reports on past
events, videos and podcasts.
RESEARCH AND
PUBLICATIONS
The Forum publishes research papers,
briefings, and reports under the Rift
Valley Institute imprint. These and
other RVI publications are available for
free download from the RVI website.

THEMES OF THE
RIFT VALLEY FORUM
Politics and Governance
Elections, political systems, constitutions,
legal systems, institutional
development and nation-building.
Contested Ground
Land conflicts, migration and mobility,
urbanization and informal settlements.
Social and Political Inclusion
Rights and participation in politics and
public life of women, youth, the poor,
minorities and marginalized groups.
Economic Development
Emerging economies and livelihoods,
extractive industries and infrastructure.
Conflict and Security
Armed conflict, political violence,
extremism, crime and peace processes.
Development and Humanitarian
Practice
Responses to humanitarian crises;
effectiveness of humanitarian action.
Local Voices in the Arts
Visual arts, writing, performance and
cultural conservation.
THE RIFT VALLEY INSTITUTE
The Forum is a programme of the
Rift Valley Institute (RVI). The RVI is
a non-profit organization that works
in Eastern and Central Africa to
advance understanding of the region
and its communities, connecting
local knowledge to social and
political action, defending freedom
of information and promoting social
justice.

